Basic Vocabulary of Mesqan (1

)*
Abstract

This 
paper describes the basic vocabulary in Mesqan language spoken in Ethiopia, and its phonetic and phonological features.
1  Introduction

  The
 author made investigation on Mesqan (Mäsqan) language at Butajira, Gurage Zone, Southern Nations, Nationalities and Peoples' Region of Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia on August 7-17, 2010.
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Figure 1: Map of the southwestern Ethiopia , based on Gordon (2005) 
 (Mesqan language is used in the area surrounded by ○)
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Figure 2: Family tree on the Ethio-Semitic languages based on Hetzron (1977: 17) 
(Mesqan is surrounded by ○)
　According to the research assistant of this research, Mesqan language is neither written nor taught at school.
2　Previous Works

  Leslau (1979) shows the following inventory of phonemes, both vowels (Figure 3) and consonants (Table 1). Note that infrequent sounds are shown by parenthesis.

	i
	ə / (ə̃)
	u

	e
	ä
	o

	
	a / (ã)
	


Figure 3: Vowel inventory (Leslau 1979: xxi)
Table 1: Consonant inventory (Leslau 1979: xxii-xxiv)

	
	Labial
	Labio-

dental
	Dental or Alveolar 
	Postalveolar or Palatal
	Prepalatal
	Velar
	Glottal

	Plosive
	
	b
	
	t
	d
	
	
	
	
	k
	g
	 (ʼ)

	Nasal
	
	m
	
	
	n
	
	ň
	
	
	
	
	

	Liquid
	
	
	
	
	r

l
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Fricative
	f
	
	 
	s
	z
	š
	ž
	
	
	x
	
	 h

	Approximant
	
	w
	
	
	
	
	
	
	y
	
	
	

	Affiricative
	
	
	
	
	
	č
	ǧ
	
	
	
	
	

	Labialized
	
	bw


	 fw


	
	
	
	
	
	
	kw

xw
	gw

mw
	

	Palatalized
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	kʹ

xʹ
	gʹ
	

	Laringealized
	
	
	
	ṭ
	
	č̣
	
	
	
	q

qw
qʹ
	
	


3  Research Method
3.1  Reearch Assistant

  The research data was collected on August 7-17 at Butajira, Ethiopia. The research assistant was Mr. AH. who was born at Butajira and now lives there. Mr. AH is male, fifty-two years old at the time of the research. He stayed Butajira during his critical period. He speaks Mesqan, Amharic and English. He writes in Amharic and English.
3.2　Recording
  The recording was done inside a sound room, by Edirol R-09HR (Roland) with a dynamic microphone SM58SE (Shure). The microphone was mounted by a window screen A58WQ-BLK (Shure). The data was saved in wave-format, its samlping rate was 44,100Hz, quantified by 16 bits, monaural recording.
  In the research of vocabulary, the assistant was showen each word in English and Amharic in order to confirm whether he understood the accurate meaning. Then he made utterance in Mesqan for the word three times. The author used the vocabulary list published by Research Institute for Languages and Cultures of Asia and Africa (1979), in which the data was collected till No. 0346 (to simmer) this time.  Leslau (1979) shows the following inventory of phonemes, both vowels (Figure 3) and consonants (Table 1). Note that infrequent sounds are shown by parenthesis.
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4　Basic Vocabulary
Table 2：Basic Vocabulary in Mesqan
	　No.
	Meaning
	Form

	0001
	head
	[ɡunːɐn] / gunnan (L: 784)

	0002
	hair
	[ɡunːɐn] / gunnan (L: 784)

	0003
	forehead
	[ɡəmbaɾ] / fənč̣ä (L: 779)

	0004
	eyebrows
	[k’ərəb] / qərrəb (L: 806)

	0005
	eye
	[eːn] / en (L: 757)


	0006
	tear
	[imba] / əmba (L: 756)


5　Conclusion
  This report shows the basic vocabulary in Mesqan by phonetic form, and makes clear the phonetic and phonological features of the segments. 
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